FALSE FRONTS 
AIDED BUCKLEY 
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Senate Winner Files Re- 
port with Senate 


By JAMES R. POLK 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen- 
ate winner James L. Buckley of 
New York got more than 
$400,000 in campaign cash 
through false-front committees 
set up in Washington to conceal 
who the donors were. 

In one day alone, a quarter- 
f million dollars was poured into 
* the Conservative candidate’s 
third-party race through corn- 
er mittees with names like 
i- “League of Middle American 
y Women” and “Scientists for 
■t Sensible Solutions to Pollution.” 
n The contributions were uncov- 
ered in a bulky report Buckley 
^ filed voluntarily with the Sen- 
s His campaign manager, 
5 David R. Jones, acknowledged 
the Washington committees 
t were set up to hide the names of 
. the donors. 

“That’s the only reason,” 
Jones said. 

■ Part of the money flowed 
1 from staunch Republicans, such 
1 as Wall Street bankers, who 
didn’t want to alienate the GOP 
organization in power in New 
York by having their names 
linked publicly with Buckley, 
Jones said. 

THREE-WAY RACE 
Buckley won a three-way race 
with Democrat Richard L. Ot- 
tinger and incumbent Sen. 
Charles E. Goodell, a liberal 
Republican abandoned by the 
White House. 

More than 50 committees 
were used in Washington by 
Buckley’s campaign. In turn, 
they funneled the money into 
100 other Buckley committees 
set up in New York. These 100 
passed on the money the same 
day to Buckley’s campaign. 

The Washington names ran 
the range of the imagination: 
“Town Meeting Preservation 
~Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 3, Col. 3 
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Society,” “Committee to Keep a 
Cop on the Beat,” “Students for 
a Stable Society,” “Citizens for 
Citizens Government,” “Neigh- 
bors for Neighborhood Schools.” 
Asked about the names, Jones 
smiled, ‘We made a game out 
of it.” 

Because of a loophole in the 
law, there is no requirement for 
campaign committees set up in 
the nation’s capital to report 
where they get their money and 
how they spend it. 

MONEY PIPELINE 
As a result, so-called “D.C. 
committees” have become tra- 
ditional pipelines for money 
from special-interest groups and 
other donors who want to keep 
their identity hidden. 

According to Buckley's report 
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same week from another hidden 
fund-raising group in Washing- 
ton, the “D.C. Buckley for Sena- 
tor TV Committee.” 

And six other groups with 
names like “Potomac Friends 
of Buckley” and “Capitol Hill 
Friends of Buckley” added 
nearly $25,000 more. 

The total outpouring through 
the Washington committees in 
just four days added up to 
$423,519.09. 

These unidentified donations 
paid for more than one-fifth of 
Buckley’s $2 million campaign. 

Jones, young political pro who 
will become Buckley’s No. 1 
Serate aide next month, dis- 
cussed the fund-raising arrange- 
ment openly with a newsman 


to the Senate, the Washington ™ nt Wlt V ne , Wsman 

committees were the sole con- f ld s ? ld he w °uld prefer re- 
tributors to the ICO committees m ^campaign laws that 
created at the New York county ould make such devices unnec " 


level with such names as “Her- 
kimer County Citizens for Buck- 
ley” and “Chenango County 
Friends of Buckley.” 

Each of the 100 New York 
committees received various 
contributions adding up to ex- 
actly $3,000 apiece, with most of 
the money pouring in on the 
same day — the Friday before 
the election. 


essary. ! ( 

“I think it’s absurd. But you! I 
have to do it this way,” said 1 


Then all 100 committees shift- mittees. 


Jones 

OTHER TIER 

Jones said the Washington 
committees were set up in 
homes of individual Buckley 
backers here to channel the 
funds into the campaign through 
the other tier of New York corn- 


ed their money that day to the 
“Buckley for Senator” cam- 
paign— a move made easy be 
cause all 100 had the same man 
as treasurer: K. Ross Jordan, 
an executive in Buckley’s fami- 
ly firm. 

SAME WEEK 

In addition to this $300,000 in- 
fusion, the Conservative cam- 
paign also received $98,000 the 


As an example, the Westches- 
ter County Citizens for Buckley 
lists its $3,000 in seven Washing- 
ton contributions: 

Americans for Honesty in Pol- 
itics, $375; Citizens concerned 
with World Stability, $600; Pro- 
tectors of Our Land, $500; Youth 
Involvement in Government 
Program, $300; Committee to 
Keep a Cop on the Beat, $275; 
Citizens for Citizens in Govern- 
ment, $250; Scientists for Sensi- 
ble Solutions to Pollution, $200. 

No matter how much the 
amounts for the Washington 
contributions were varied, the 
total for each of the 100 commit- 
tees added up to precisely $3,000 
every time. 

Jones said the Buckley cam 
paign used the method because 
a third-party ideological candi- 
date doesn’t have access to the 
usual party machinery and in- 
terest groups that bring in mon- 
ey for his opponents. 

“You have to get money from 
the people who believe,” Jones 
said. 


